
by Cole Edmonson 

How to Use XML Parts Lists with BrickLink
Version 2.2025.01.12

Example Model: Andúril



Intro

*Please note that LEGO®, BrickLink, and the minifigure design are trademarks of The LEGO Group of companies which does not sponsor, authorize, or endorse Brick Replicas or Cole Edmonson.
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If you’re new to building with custom MOC instructions, welcome!

Keep reading to get started and generate a wanted list of parts with BrickLink in 10 steps.

This document is your step-by-step guide for how to acquire parts 
by uploading XML code to BrickLink.com and generating a “wanted list”. 

This means, instead of buying the parts and instructions together 
as a prepackaged kit, you are now in full control of your next build project!

This is your exciting first step into the world of premium LEGO creations not designed or issued by The LEGO Company.

https://bricklink.com
https://brickreplicas.com/


1.Open the “…XML code” .rtf document

In the download folder (usually a ZIP), 
find the .rtf (rich text file) document for
the model you want to find parts for.

You want to open it with a *very* basic
text editor, the kind of utility app that
probably came with your computer:

(This helps in the next step when you
want to copy-and-paste without extra
formatting being applied to your code.)

NotePad
(Windows)

TextEdit
(MacOS)
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2. Copy all of the XML code

With your cursor (    ) clicked anywhere
within the active text document,
perform both of the actions below:

a) select *all* of the raw code which is
very simple with a keyboard shortcut:

b) copy the raw code which is also
very simple with a keyboard shortcut:

(MacOS)
Cmd + A

(Windows)
Ctrl + A

(MacOS)
Cmd + C

(Windows)
Ctrl + C

(Everything
selected)
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3. Go to BrickLink.com

Navigate to BrickLink.com
(“www.” not required these days)
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If you’re not signed in,
Navigate to this generic user icon
and click to access login options

4. Log in / create account

Make sure to log in (and create a user account first 
if you’re new to using the BrickLink platform)
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5. Go to “My Wanted Lists”

Navigate to My Wanted Lists
under your user profile’s dropdown menu
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Of the tab options for your Wanted Lists,
choose the Upload tab.

6. Select “Upload”
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7. Upload BrickLink XML format, create new list

a) Of the Upload options,
choose Upload BrickLink XML format.

b) In the dropdown menu for ‘Add to:’,
choose Create New Wanted List and give it a name.
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Paste *all* of the raw code copied from Step 2
into the text field with a keyboard shortcut:

The entire chunk of code text should be here;
if you’re missing any of the < > tags, go back
and select/re-copy *everything* in the .rtf file.

If there are dashes (-) or other new text outside of
the < > pairings when pasted, then your text editor
is adding extra, unwanted formatting which will
mess up your parts list upload process. Try a 
different app that will allow you to copy the text.

(MacOS)
Cmd + V

(Windows)
Ctrl + V

8. Paste the XML code

(Text from .rtf
now pasted)
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9. Proceed to verify items

with all the XML code pasted in,
click the button:

…So close to done! This is where code turns into parts.

and you should now see a full list of parts, descriptions,
quantities, colors, etc. for the given model you’re building.

If you get an error message for a specific part with a letter
after the part number, try finding that part number in the 
.rtf file and removing the letter, then re-pasting into BrickLink.

…and now you have successfully imported a parts list
with BrickLink XML code, congrats! Now you just need
to generate the shopping cart(s) and order the parts.

Keep reading for the last (shopping) step and some tips.

To save these parts selections,
click Add to Wanted List
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[Example of outdated part number]



10. Turn the new wanted list into shopping cart(s)

Option 1: “Easy Buy” – Fast, Skip the Settings
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From your profile’s Wanted Lists section,
Find the new wanted list you created and choose ‘Easy Buy’

This is the ‘one-click’ method of ordering everything on your wanted list.

Once you click ‘Easy Buy’, you’ll see a temporary
popup that indicates the number of unique parts
and then total parts (including duplicates)
that BrickLink is searching for as the site
attempts to find the smallest and most
economic combination of store inventories
that can satisfy your wanted list needs.
When the process is done, you will see the
recommended stores and be able to finalize
this selection by hitting ‘Create carts’. 

Easy Buy will often provide a satisfactory set of stores/carts; sometimes it can
pick stores with attributes that you may not want (e.g. international shops with higher shipping,
minimum buy amounts, etc.), so if you don’t like a given combination, use ‘Buy All’ instead.

(Temporary
Loading Screen)
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10. Turn the new wanted list into shopping cart(s)

Option 2: “Buy All” – Full Control for Your Carts

From your profile’s Wanted Lists section,
Click into the new wanted list you created and choose ‘Buy All’

This is the standard customization method for ordering everything on your wanted list.

Use this option for full filtering control (e.g. save money on shipping by 
limiting the generated cart combinations to domestic stores only).

Your shopping cart(s) will be generated per your full preferences.

(Full Filter Options)
(Generated Cart Combinations)



Tip: parts shopping for multiple models
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It is highly recommended, if you are trying to get the parts for multiple models and/or accessories
(e.g. my M1 Garand rifle along with its optional bayonet attachment, display stand, and info plaque),
that you upload the XML code from all of their separate .rtf documents to the same BrickLink wanted list.

Each .rtf document’s chunk of code text can be copied / uploaded one at a time; when going to ‘Upload’ and
‘Use BrickLink XML Format’, just choose to add to the same existing wanted list option in the dropdown menu.

This will allow BrickLink to further economize 
on your cart combinations and save even more money 
on the overall parts and shipping costs.

Remember: You can always go into your wanted list and
remove any parts you may already have in your collection,
change the desired color, and more!



Questions? Contact me

support@brickreplicas.com

Version 2.2025.01.12

Need help troubleshooting? 
Want to report a recent change to BrickLink’s website?

All the best,

Cole Edmonson
Lifelong LEGO fan, award-winning builder
brickreplicas.com 

mailto:support@brickreplicas.com
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